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Glocal Profiling: Nasushiobara City

Masakazu Watanuki, Ph.D.
Japan Global Initiative President

Abstract

Nasushiobara City is located approximately 150 kilometers from the Tokyo metropolitan area
and about 50 kilometers North from Utsunomiya City. The city area is located in the northern
part of Tochigi Prefecture, and occupies the northwestern part of the vast Nasunogahara
plateau. The city has the area of 592.74km’, and its population is registered at 115,511 in
2021.

The best charm of Nasushiobara city is, no doubt, the hot springs. With a history of more
than 1,200 years, the city is endowered with “hot spring (Onsen) resort” in high quality,
which has been beloved by the imperial families and many literary masters in the era of
modern Japan. It has also “/tamuro Onsen”, a medicinal bath spot in Shimotsuke (old name
of Tochigi Prefecture).

In addition, Nasunogahara plateau, which traces the footsteps of Japan’s modernization,
was certified in 2018 as one of the Japanese heritage sites, “The future envisioned by
aristocrats in Meiji era: the tale of pioneering Nasunogahara plateau”. By taking advantage
of the effective use of these tourism resources, the city plans to promote “ONSEN-gastronomy
tourism” that incorporates stay & experience-based tourism concept targeting domestic as
well as inbound tourists.





