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Changes 1n Japan-Russia relations and
interregional exchanges
—Wakkanai as a case study—

Masashi Mitani,
Visiting researcher, Research Institute of Social System,
Chuo Gakuin University

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to examine the case of Wakkanai, whose northern border is with
the Sakhalin Oblast of the Russian Federation, as part of a project study by the Research
Institute of Social System, Chuo Gakuin University.

The current situation in Wakkanai, as well as in Nemuro and the Yaeyama Islands,
illustrates that relations with neighboring countries are experiencing an unprecedented crisis
in Japan's border regions, where there are many difficulties in promoting inter-regional
exchanges. This article examines the case of exchange in Wakkanai to contribute material for
comparing its current situation with that of other border regions, in order to identify issues
common to those regions and to explore avenues for solutions.

Chapter I focuses on the process leading up to the operation, suspension and reopening of
the Wakkanai-Sakhalin regular ferry line, discussing its history and the changes of Russian-
Japanese diplomacy in parallel and examining the correlation between the two. Chapter II
examines the changes in the situation, from the cessation of human flows between the two
countries, triggered by the outbreak of COVID-19 infection, to the cessation of the exchanges
themselves, triggered by the Russia’s military attack on Ukraine. Based on these arguments as
a whole, this article examines the direction that the border regions should take in the future.
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