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Abstract

This paper aims at making proposals for the future design of Hanamaki City, Iwate Prefecture,
making full use of its global connections and its resources (historical, cultural, natural, social
and economic). Based on the survey of the global connections and the resources of Hanamaki
City, it makes the following three proposals; (1) promotion of sightseeing, focusing on the
increase in the number of domestic personal travelers and inbound travelers, (2) promotion of
the export of agricultural products, focusing on rice, and (3) the improvement of the treatment
of foreign inhabitants. Hanamaki City has succeeded in attracting both domestic and inbound
travelers, but there is a room for substantive increase in the number of both categories of
travelers. Hanamaki City is famous for its high-quality agricultural products, including rice
and wine. In light of the growth potential of agricultural export, it should endeavor to promote
exports of its agricultural products. Although foreign inhabitants account for less than 1% of
the population of Hanamaki City, it is likely to constantly increase. Hanamki City should take
good care of its foreign inhabitants by providing, among others, multi-lingual information on
its administrative and community services and Japanese education for foreign elementary and
junior high school students. It should also prepare for taking good care of foreign adult and
elderly inhabitants. If Hanamaki City is a wonderful and safe place for foreign inhabitants, it
should also be a wonderful and safe place for Japanese inhabitants.





