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Glocal Design Proposal: Higashikawa Town

Masakazu Watanuki, Ph.D
President, Japan Global Initaituve

Abstract

Higashikawa Town, located near the center of Hokkaido, is a town with a population of
approximately 8,600, blessed with beautiful natural surroundings and abundant tourism
resources. It enjoys convenient access, being about 13 km from central Asahikawa City and
roughly 7 km from Asahikawa Airport. The Eastern part of the town is a mountainous region
with vast forested areas, including Daisetsuzan National Park, Japan’s largest national park,
which features Asahidake, the highest peak in Hokkaido.

The snowmelt from the Daisetsuzan mountains takes many years to become groundwater,
supplying the town at its base. As a result, Higashikawa is the only town in Hokkaido—and
one of the few in Japan—without a public water supply system. The town has also declared

'

itself the "Town of Photography" and the "Capital of Photographic Culture," actively

promoting community development through photography.

In recent years, an increasing number of people from across Japan have relocated to
Higashikawa, leading to a rise in cafés, specialty shops, wineries, vineyards, and sake
breweries. This has also attracted a growing number of young tourists.

Higashikawa is a unique town with its own distinctive culture, known as the "Higashikawa
Style," which values authenticity. It is also one of Japan’s few highly diverse communities,
with a significant number of foreign residents. Guided by the principle of "appropriate
sparsity" (tekiso), the town pursues sustainable regional development while embracing
a forward-thinking approach. Leveraging its distinctive local climate and rich resources,
Higashikawa continues to pioneer innovative initiatives, making it an advanced town that
embraces future challenges.





