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The Influence of Relationships with Neighboring
Countries on the Independence of Bordering Areas:
A Comparison of Wakkanai, Tsushima, and Yonaguni
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Abstract

This article, based on the actual situation in Wakkanai confirmed in last year's discussion,
will further compare the current situation with other bordering areas such as Yonaguni in the
Yaeyama region of Okinawa Prefecture.

In the process of defining and categorizing the bordering areas, we aim to extract the roles
and issues they play by exploring their commonalities and differences, and to explore the
prospects for the independence of the bordering areas and the measures that should be taken
as a whole.

Chapter I defines the bordering areas and identifies their differences from the other areas. In
Chapter 11, the bordering areas are categorized and compared by item. Chapter I1I compares
and describes the situation of regular shipping routes in the bordering areas. Chapter IV
analyzes the results of the JIBSN Yonaguni Seminar regarding the changes in the awareness
of the bordering areas. Chapter V, based on the previous discussions, will summarize the
issues toward the self-reliance of the bordering areas.
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