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Abstract

This article discusses the current situation and issues of Japan's remote border islands
policy. Specifically, it first clarifies which islands are considered remote border islands in
Japan, and then explains what legal systems exist. There are 473 remote border islands in
Japan, of which 143 are inhabited. The law on remote border islands is the Low-Water Line
Preservation Act. Other laws on inhabited remote border islands include the Remote Islands
Development Act, each Special Measures Act for the Development of the Amami Islands,
the Ogasawara Islands, and Okinawa which were returned after the San Francisco Peace
Treaty came into effect in 1952, and the Inhabited Remote Border Remote Islands Act which
came into effect in 2017. After providing an overview of these, this article clarifies that
while policies on inhabited border remote islands have curbed population declines on many
inhabited remote border islands, they have not led to population increases, and therefore pose
both financial and human challenges. This issue calls into question the state of Japan as a
nation, and is likely to lead to discussions on the Inhabited Remote Border Remote Islands
Act which will reach its final year in fiscal 2027.
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