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Interdisciplinary Doctoral Training in Japanese
Universities:A Case Analysis Based on “Ph.D. Program
in Empowerment Informatics” of University of Tsukuba

Li Guannan , Lecturer
Dalian University of Foreign Languages

Abstract

Interdisciplinary doctoral training is the common trend of graduate education reform in
various countries, but at present, the universities in China are still in its infancy, and there
is an urgent need for breakthroughs in the theoretical research and practical exploration of
interdisciplinary doctoral training.The University of Tsukuba is typical in the training of
interdisciplinary doctoral students among Japanese universities. The "Ph.D. Program in
Empowerment Informatics" established and implemented by the University of Tsukuba since
2013 has achieved remarkable results in the training of interdisciplinary doctoral students
such as interdisciplinary talent training objectives, curriculum system, supervisor team,
academic research atmosphere and quality assurance. As a reference, the universities in China
should carry out further exploration for reform in the aspects of establishing interdisciplinary
doctoral degree programs that integrate multidisciplinary resources, constructing an
interdisciplinary curriculum system that attaches equal importance to both academic and
practice application, strengthening the construction of interdisciplinary supervisor team with
the participation of industries,and establishing a quality guarantee system that lays emphasis
on process management and comprehensive evaluation.
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