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Juan Ignacio Codina Segovia, “Antitauropedia — Diccionario histérico del pensamiento
antitaurino”, PLAZA Y VALDEZ, (2024), pp.5-9.
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Ley 18/2013, de 12 de noviembre, para la regulacién de la Tauromaquia como patrimonio cultural.
(«BOE» num. 272).
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12) Sentencia 177/2016, de 20 de octubre de 2016. Recurso de inconstitucionalidad 7722-2010.
Interpuesto por cincuenta Senadores del Grupo Parlamentario Popular respecto del articulo 1 de la

Ley del Parlamento de Catalufia 28/2010, de 3 de agosto, de modificacién del articulo 6 del texto

refundido de la Ley de proteccién de los animales, aprobado por el Decreto Legislativo 2/2008, de
15 de abril. («BOE» nim. 285, de 25 de noviembre de 2016)
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15) Id.
16) Id.
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17) Ley 7/2023, de 28 de marzo, de proteccion de los derechos y el bienestar de los animales. («<BOE»

num. 75, de 29 de marzo de 2023)
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BHKL Tz L THHBLTBY ., SOZEXFOFER, ©—F — v o H—rEEBohT [EE (sentience)
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19) Ley 7/2023, op.cit.(17).
20) Id.
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Abstract

This article examines Spanish bullfighting as a revealing site for contemporary debates on
animal welfare and the legal status of animal-related practices. Japan also has its own bull-
related events, some locally regarded as important cultural assets. Yet long-established
customs—especially festival practices—sometimes struggle to retain public legitimacy as
modern sensibilities diverge from inherited traditions. Rather than offering a comparative
cultural account of bullfighting across societies, this paper seeks to provide a basis for
considering future animal-related controversies in Japan through a focused legal analysis
of bullfighting in Spain. Spanish bullfighting exists within a broader international context.
Related practices continue in France, Portugal, and parts of Latin America, often generating
tourism income for breeders, event organizers, and local businesses. In many cases,
preservation efforts receive explicit or implicit support from national or regional public
institutions, reflecting claims that bullfighting constitutes traditional culture or heritage. At
the same time, across many developed societies, animal-based traditions are increasingly
challenged through the lens of animal welfare. Spain has become a prominent arena where
competing claims collide: the protection of animals as sentient beings and the promotion of
bullfighting as cultural heritage. These tensions have produced varied outcomes. In some
autonomous communities bullfighting has been legally prohibited; in others it remains lawful
but has largely disappeared due to political resistance, social opposition, or economic decline.
Such developments provide legal and institutional materials from which Japan—where
public debate on animal rights remains comparatively limited—may draw perspectives that
are difficult to obtain domestically. The paper proceeds in three steps. First, it analyzes the
legal and political contexts of the autonomous communities that moved to ban bullfighting,
clarifying how regional authority, cultural-heritage claims, and constitutional constraints
interact within Spain’s multi-level legal order. Second, it examines how the 2023 amendment
to the Animal Welfare Protection Law reshapes the regulatory environment surrounding
bullfighting, particularly in balancing cultural protection with expanding welfare-oriented
norms. Finally, through selected case studies, it illustrates contemporary conditions on the
ground, noting that bullfighting is widely perceived to be in structural decline amid a global
shift toward stronger animal-welfare expectations. As a result, maintaining venues and
events—and justifying related public expenditures—has become increasingly difficult. In
contemporary Spain, the fate of traditional practices is often decided at the intersection of
historical cultural foundations and evolving ethical commitments.





