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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the audit system of local governments from the perspectives of
local autonomy, public administration, and policy studies, while reviewing prior research.
This is because there is a certain body of accumulated knowledge on the audit system based
on the Local Autonomy Act within local autonomy studies and public administration. First,
we will review the historical background and provide an overview of the audit committee
members of the local government. We will discuss the role of the audit standards introduced
by the 2017 amendment to the Local Autonomy Act, the positioning of each standard within
the 3E audit framework, and examine the implications for the local government audit
system regarding the relationship between the Board of Audit of Japan and the Cabinet of
Japan. Elected audit committee members were also subject to the 2017 Local Autonomy Act
revision, granting local governments the option not to appoint them. This paper will organize
arguments favoring the active appointment of elected audit committee members to clarify
their significance.





