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Barbados 1 64.81 91 80.05
Sweden 2 41.19 12 22.04
Denmark 3 37.12 5 17.36
Netherlands 4 35.14 32 28.21
Switzerland 5 34.15 9 20.57
Korea 8 32.14 27 26.62
United Kingdom 13 28.21 16 22.51
Hong Kong 14 28.11 53 35.99
Japan 21 23.65 31 28.04
United States 22 23.46 2 14.95
Taiwan 23 21.81 6 17.63
Singapore 24 21.74 36 28.97
&% BB &1, Broadband ®W& T, PPP & (4 Purchasing Power Parity OB% T, I E
D Z & TH b,

HiFT © WEF, The Global Information Technology 2009-2010: ICT for Sustainability,
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A Study of Broadband Policy in Taiwan

LIU, Po-Li

Research Institute of Social Systems, Chuogakuin University

Abstract

Broadband policy in Taiwan has been implemented in phases since
2002 in the form of a national project. According to the Networked
Readiness Index compiled by the World Economic Forum (WEF), Taiwan
ranks no.11 in the world and no. 3 in Asia in terms of network readiness.
Taiwan’s broadband penetration rate in December 2009 was 21.6%,
which falls short of the OECD mean (23.3%), indicating a need for greater
broadband penetration. Meanwhile, as competition in the broadband
market intensifies along with technology’s penetration, the formerly state-
run telecommunications carrier’s monopoly over the market is posing
a problem. This paper first outlines Taiwan’s broadband promotion
framework, then analyzes the use of broadband and its problems, and

finally discusses various challenges relating to Taiwan’s broadband policy.





