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Abstract

The local government system in Japan is based upon the concept of
resident’s autonomy, which means that local government should be carried
out according to the needs and demands of the local residents under their
responsibility. To realize it, a system of representative democracy has been
adopted, and the residents choose their representatives so that their will is
reflected in the administration. In the representative democracy, the most
basic right of residents is a right to participate in local government, that is, a
voting right and eligibility for election.

However, in the case of Japan, foreign residents have been eliminated
from most local government as well as voting rights and eligibility for
election although they are residents. So it can be told that Japanese society
has inconsistency that the right has not been admitted while charging
foreign residents with the duty as residents.

Supposing the local government is realized under the concept of
residents” autonomy, the right-to-take-part-in-local-elections of the foreign
residents should be granted at least in the local government for realization

of true resident’s autonomy.
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