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Analysis of the Revised Gunma Prefecture
Basic Environmental Plan
—With a Focus on Setting Environmental Indicators—
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Research Institute of Social System, Chuogakuin University

Abstract

In this paper, I will analyze the Gunma Prefecture Second Basic
Environmental Plan, specifically focusing on the circumstances behind the
transition from the first 5-year period plan to the revised second 5-year
period plan.

Analysis showed that plan content was revised to include measures for
global warming prevention and biodiversity conservation.

I also analyzed the plan revision process. In preparing the plan proposal,
Gunma Prefecture incrementally provided opportunities for internal
adjustments and opinion hearings from related sections within the
prefectural offices, starting with an inquiry commission hearing. On the
contrary, I found that ordinary opinions of residents and businesses had
limited influence on the revision process.

In addition to these observations, I also analyzed revisions made to
environmental indicators, which are used as tools for managing plan
targets, and considered related issues and problems. Analysis showed that
the policies analyzed used almost identical environmental indicators in the
plans for both the first and second 5-year periods.

Additionally, very few indicators were set. Few instances were found
of indicators showing policy effectiveness (performance or satisfaction
indicators) or those showing contribution levels for the business operations
comprising policies.

This indicated a few issues in terms of ensuring effectiveness of the
administrative plan. First is that the administration needs to set targets, as
well as indicators to measure such targets, which are sufficiently relevant
to the future the measures envision. Second, the physical data showing
environmental quality and other characteristics needs to be arranged and
indexed.

In terms of ensuring effectiveness for social programs, there were issues
in understanding and indexing resident behavioral data, satisfaction levels
and other evaluation data related to environmentally-friendly conduct
given in the plan.



