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Abstract

As part of our research on restoration of the Tone River basin, this paper
is a case study of the efforts of the town of Itakura in Gunma Prefecture in
preserving and making practical use of its river landscape.

Since the dawn of history, Itakura has been in an area commonly plagued
with flooding. Despite this, the region has reaped the benefits of water,
cultivating rich soil and nurturing a great ecosystem while forming its own
water-based culture. The highly valued culture which formed in the region
where the Watarase River branches off from the Tone River both lives off of
and in harmony with the rivers. The area was the first in the Kanto region
selected as an Important Cultural Landscape.

In this paper, we gave an overview of some of the landscape regulations,
planning, preservation planning and other policy framework for conserving
the river landscape in the town upon which this selection was based. We
also analyzed some future issues, focusing on conservation and restoration
of the underlying regional environment for this cultural landscape.

Specifically, we brought up about the need to restore the Yata and
Tsuruda Rivers which flow through Itakura. We also pointed out an issue
more to the heart of the problem in the need to rebuild relationships

between the local residents, local administration and nature.



