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Liguefaction Damage from the Great East Japan Earthquake
— Liquefaction in the Eastern Fusa District of Abiko, Chiba—

Hiroshi SATO

Professor, Research Institute of Social Systems, Chuogakuin University

Abstract

At 2:46 pm on March 11, 2011, there were massive earthquakes off the
coast between Sanriku and Ibaraki causing great damage in eastern Japan.
The earthquake caused extensive damage not only in Iwate, Miyagi and
Fukushima Prefectures in the Tohoku region, but also Ibaraki, Chiba
and Kanagawa Prefectures, Tokyo and other areas across eastern Japan.
In addition, tsunamis surging towards the Pacific coast swallowed up
residents, collapsed buildings, destroyed ships and wreaked general havoc.

One form of the damage caused by the earthquake was liquefaction,
mostly seen in the southern Kanto region, far from the epicenter. This
differed from the damage experienced closer to the epicenter in the three
Tohoku prefectures. Within southern Kanto, liquefaction was mostly
concentrated in Chiba and Ibaraki Prefectures.

From among all the heavy damage experienced in the Great East Japan
Earthquake, this paper focuses on the damages caused by this liquefaction.
In particular, it zeroes in on and discusses the state of liquefaction damage
in the eastern Fusa district of Abiko in Chiba, as well as recovery and
reconstruction in the district. This is not a research paper, but rather
research notes on the damage from and other details surrounding
liquefaction in the eastern Fusa district. It is not meant to serve as anything

more than data on liquefaction from the Great East Japan Earthquake.



