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Abstract

Based on case studies of the forest and water source environmental taxes
operated by municipal governments in the Tonegawa River Basin (Ibaraki
prefecture, Tochigi prefecture, Gunma prefecture), this paper compiles
summaries of each prefecture’s system and analyzes how the evaluation
systems for projects utilizing those taxes are being operated, as well as the
outcomes of the projects that have been publicly disclosed.

The findings confirm that in the case of Ibaraki and Tochigi
prefectures, types of evaluation techniques are being utilized that
establish accountability by reporting and publishing to citizens and other
stakeholders how the tax revenue is used and the project’s results.

The study indicates that it is necessary in the future to use not only
assessments that ensure this sort of accountability, but evaluation
techniques designed to monitor the outcomes expected of projects that
utilize the tax revenue, such as the maintenance and recovery of forests’

public functions and the restoration of the water circulation system.



