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Mongolia's Water Environment
—With a Focus on Water Supply Services in Ulaanbaatar—

Hiroshi SATO*
*Research Institute of Social System, Chuo Gakuin University

Abstract

Affected by the democratization movement in the Soviet Union in 1990,
Mongolia relinquished one-party rule and changed its name in 1992 from
the Mongolian People’s Republic to Mongolia, transitioning from a socialist
system to a market economy. Now, 20 years later, it can be said that a
market economy has taken root among the people of Mongolia. The author
visited the city of Ulaanbaatar for 5 days from August 31 to September
4 of this year (2013) and conducted a field study, accompanied by city
officials, of “Central Water Source,” which is a source of running water in
Ulaanbaatar. Based on the findings of this field study, this paper looks at
the current situation of Ulaanbaatar’s water supply services and sources
of running water, explaining such things as the current status of wells
and water intake systems, along with the transitions that Ulaanbaatar’s
water supply services have undergone. With a focus on the “Central Water
Source,” which is considered in this study to be the most important water
source, it discusses Ulaanbaatar’s water supply services in terms of the

current situation and problems to be solved.



