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Abstract

Mongolia relinquished socialism in 1990 and introduced multiple
political parties, and in 1992 it implemented the Constitution of Mongolia
and changed its country name from the Mongolian People’s Republic
to Mongolia. While its history since the introduction of democracy and
capitalism is still short, some 22 years later its economic growth is striking
and it can be said that democratization has taken root. In particular the
capital city of Ulaanbaatar, a city with a population of about 1.31 million
people that serves as Mongolia’s political and economic center, is an over-
concentrated city where close to half of the country’s population resides.
The economic growth of recent years has brought increased demand for
water, and water for industrial use, city use, and daily life is estimated to
run short in the future, which has become a new matter of concern. Also, as
another water-related challenge, the pollution problem confronting the Tuul
River, a large river running through the city, is a source of great concern
among the people.

The author visited the city of Ulaanbaatar from late August to early
September 2013. One of the purposes for this visit was to conduct
investigative research on the Ulaanbaatar sewage treatment plant “Central
Sewage Treatment Plant” and the city’s water supply source “Central Water
Source.”

As part of our attempt to understand the situation regarding the burden
on Ulaanbaatar’s water environment, this paper discusses the current

situation and challenges involving the “Central Sewage Treatment Plant.”
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