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The movement of the modern special city organization
and the establishment of wards system in the imperial capital Tokyo

Kohei Tsuchiya
Waseda University Reserch Institute for Letters , Arts and Sciences

Abstract

Under wartime in July 1943 the Tokyo Metropolitan Government system
was inaugurated. The Tokyo Metropolitan Government had displaced The To-
kyo Fu (prefecture) and The Tokyo City. It was succession to a position of
the Fu and the city. Both scholars and businesspersons disputed whether 35
wards would be corporation wards or administrative wards in Tokyo City area
during 1930°s on process of the design to the Tokyo Metropolitan Government
system. Maintaining system of the corporation wards and ward councils impli-
cated compensation for the abolition of the Tokyo City mayor election and the
establishment of the governor appointed by the Emperor.

If the corporation wards system which continues to exist is understood on
grounds of that composition, it may be thought as an accident. In fact the as-
sociation establishing the Tokyo Metropolitan Government system composed
of 35 wards demanded 35 wards should be given authority to elect the head of
wards, authority for taxation, and authority to issue bonds. Moreover this claim
for the development of autonomy came from the campaign ward councils initi-
ating in the Meiji Era and the Taisho Era. At one time urban citizen carried on
the campaign for the development of wards self-governing in cooperation with
the Tokyo City, and urban citizen had an influence on local politics and local
services under citizen's duty to glorious public service before the universal
suffrage. The history of special wards and the process of the establishment of
metropolitan administration in the Tokyo City have to be followed, and those
movement of historical meaning needs to be investigated.
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