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A Cornerstone of the Modern Agricultural Water System
in Japan
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Abstract

The world’s water use applications can be classified in three types as ag-
ricultural, industrial, and daily life waters. Agricultural water, among all, ac-
counts for about two thirds of the total uses. It is mainly used for irrigation
purpose for food production. The amount rate used to it in Japan is the same as
in other countries. Since paddy rice raising has been handed down from Jomon
period, it has extensively been carried on throughout Japan. The abundance of
water is most important for cultivation of rice. To secure water has become the
matter of highest priority for the rice raising.

Together with the importance of water indispensable for the rice cultivation,
the facility for the agricultural water supply is essential. The paper focuses on
the agricultural water contributed to the agricultural development in Japan, de-
scribing the “cylindrical diversion (circular tank diversion)” appeared as a cor-
nerstone of the modern agricultural water system in Japan. “Iboiwa cylindrical
water diversion facility (circular tank diversion works)” located in Zao Machi,
Kattagun, Miyagi Prefecture, is considered here.
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