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Mongolia: Urban Development of Ulaanbaatar and the Gachuurt
Watershed Development — From the Perspective of
Environmental Sociology —

Hiroshi Sato*
*Research Institute of Social System Professor

Abstract

Mongolia is rich in mineral resources such as gold, copper, coal, iron ore,
rare earth, silica, uranium, crude oil, and so on. The recent economy has
grown steadily through exports of such affluent resources. The exploitation
of the mineral resources is a major guideline for the future of the Mongolian
economy. On the other hand, development of domestic social infrastructure is
delayed. Transportation development such as road and railways, urban infra-
structure development such as housing, environmental issues and policies for
manufacturing industries are urgently needed.

While Ulaanbaatar has undergone a remarkable economic development
with construction boom and the commercial areas are booming, securing of
“water” which is indispensable for every industry as well as human life is es-
sential for further economic growth of Ulaanbaatar. A field survey was carried
out on Gachuurt watershed development as a part of urban development by the
City of Ulaanbaater. This paper is a study of the above survey result, from the
perspective of environmental sociology,
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