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The Economic Development and River Pollution In Mongolia

Hiroshi Sato

Abstract

The main industry in Mongolia had long been husbandry (stock farming)
and the manufacture of cashmere wool, etc. On the other hand, as she owns the
world’s leading mineral resources, the major part of the economy after 2000
shifted to mining industry. US$3.4 billion of GDP in 2006 jumped about 3.5
times up to US$ 12 billion in 2014, followed soon by the steep slowing down
of 7.5% GDP growth rate of fiscal year 2014 and 2.3% of the fiscal year 2015.
Mongolia, though affected by world’s adverse winds, its economy is growing
steadily.

Mongolia is blessed with the century’s leading natural resources. There
is also a deposit with the world’s largest reserves. Oyu Tolgoi and others are
mines known worldwide. The Mongolian economy in recent years depends
greatly on export of mining resources like coals and coppers.

From now on, economic policy in Mongolian government is supposed to rely
greatly on the export of mining resources. On the other hand, Mongolia lacks
large-scale industries beside mining industries. This is a concern to be solved for
future economic development of the country. Now since the export of mining
resources is the first priority of their economic policy, the exploitations of mining
resources and its development has been carried out actively on various locations
in the country. As a result, river pollutions and environmental destructions by
mine developments in Mongolia are becoming a major problem. The adverse
effect of economic development to the environmental protection is a big issue to
be solved.

This paper considers from the viewpoint of environmental sociology, about
the present status of the environmental destruction and pollution of rivers such
as Orhon River which highly attracts public attention.



