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e Connection between Asaka Canal and the City Water Supply
- Koriyama City as an Example -

Hiroshi lioka

Asaka, Nasu and Biwako Canals are three major canals which constructions
were undertaken on a large scale by Japan’s government enterprise in early
Meiji Era. Especially in Tohoku, i.e., north eastern region of Japan, it had been
connected to the unemployment policy by the government for the families of
former samurai class, i.e., the ruling class, and to the infrastructure develop-
ment, such as port and road developments as industrial development policy
of Japan. Koriyama, though located in an important spot of Asaka district,
lacked the city water supply, which was a hindrance to further urbanization.
The construction of a canal, not only changed the area to one of Japan’s major
grain-growing district, but also managed the urban water supply as state-con-
trolled regional water, competing at the same time with the so-called modern
water conservancy like power generation, the water works and industrial wa-
ters.

In Edo Era, the drinking water of Koriyama was supplied through wooden
barrel channel piping system which drew the water from the irrigation reser-
voir. At the end of Meiji Era, the construction of modern water supply system
furnished with filtration pool, has started. Since it was surplus water of the
canal, urban water rights had not been established for almost half a century.
The advancement of housing to the beneficial zone of the canal, together with
the delayed diffusion of sewage system, worsened the water environment and
inhibited water purification ability of the water works which solely depended
on rivers in the supply and drainage.

In Japan, water supply system had been established in various places since
Edo Era period. Originally it worked both as irrigation water for rice cul-
tivation and as city water. After going through the development process of
capitalist society, the modern water supply system has gradually taken over the
main seat from the traditional agricultural use. This paper, paying attention to
the relation of the Asaka Canal and Koriyama City as a typical example of city
modernization of Japan, considers the state of the urban water cycle, namely,
the relation between agricultural water use and water supply system and its
transition, water pollution, sewer extension, etc.
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