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A Visual Cognitive Study of Phonograms from the Perspective of
Cognitive Psychology

Yu Fei
Dalian University of Foreign Languages

Abstract

It is well-known that phonograms are consisted of symbols expressing the
meaning of the things they stand for and the symbols representing the sounds
of the Chinese characters. How human visual cognitive systems work is crit-
ically important for the study on human cognition of the Chinese characters.
It has been proven that phonograms can strongly stand for the sounds of the
Chinese characters. The implications that the symbols representing the sounds
of the Chinese characters have for the visual cognition of phonograms is quite
significant for the explorations of visual cognition of the Chinese characters.
This study will focus on the role that the symbols representing the sounds of the
Chinese characters play based on lab experiments.



