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On Japanese Culture from “Mana” and “Kana”

Gong Wei
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Abstract

The character system of Japanese is undoubtedly the most complicated
among world languages, for it incorporates Chinese characters, Katakana,
Hiragana, Romaji etc. Chinese characters are borrowed from China. Based
on such characters, Katakana and Hiragana are invented locally to match
with the pronunciation system of Japanese. However, Chinese characters are
called “Mana”, namely the “real name”, while Katakana and Hiragana are
called “Kana”, namely the “false name”, meaning temporary and unorthodox
words. These two names reflect Japan's “border culture”—legitimizing foreign
cultures but depreciating its own native culture in their deep-rooted conscious-
ness.



