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South Korea-North Korea Exchange and Cooperation Plan
- Focused on Gyeongsangbuk-do Province —

HA, Young-su
Professor Dept of International Relations
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Abstract

The humanitarian cooperation project between South and North Korea in
the past was the first opportunity to enable private participation in the South -
North relationship.

It also diversified the actors of inter-Korean relations through cooperation
with local governments as well as the central government.

However, the controversy over indiscreet support and the lack of consensus
within the Korean society about supporting North Korea have caused unneces-
sary conflicts.

In our society, there is a need to avoid excessive nationalistic approach and
to worry about the projects which are helpful to North Korean residents.

North Korea, too, needs to think about India’s cooperation business centered
on the achievements of the business rather than excessive ideological value.

In this process, laws and institutions should be improved so that various
entities can participate in Indian cooperation projects.

Local governments should also develop sustainable projects that are mutu-
ally beneficial beyond one-off performance-oriented projects. It is necessary to
have a strategic business that is universally feasible and can proceed steadily.
Of course, in this process, we need to find ways to get local people’s under-
standing and participate in the process. We also need to prepare programs that
match the geographical, economic, historical, cultural, and industrial character-
istics of our region. All of this should eventually start with the formation of a
broad consensus on Indian cooperation projects and the training of professional

human resources to plan and implement them.
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