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Abstract

In this paper, we analyzed the transition of role sharing between the central
government and local governments by tracing the status of the revision of the
law related to the wildlife conservation project planning system.

As aresult of the analysis, it turned out that changes in the role sharing were
mainly seen during the first decentralization reform period (1993-2000).

Clerical affairs concerning wildlife protection management project plan was
interpreted as the system of delegated functions.

In this system, the chief executive of the local government implemented and
managed affairs legally under the jurisdiction of central government ministries
and agencies, in effect acting as a local branch of the national government. It
has been said that this formed the core of Japan’s centralized administrative
system. However, it had long been pointed out that not only did this make it
unclear exactly who was responsible for dealing with these matters, but also
that it treated local governments as subordinate administrative agencies of the
central government.

After the Local Autonomy Law abolished the system of delegated functions,
local governments were given actual responsibility for all the affairs being han-
dled by them, including the formerly delegated functions.

Regarding these revisions, the Amakawa model (centralization, decentral-
ization / integration, separation) is used for organization.

As a conclusion of this paper, I made recommendations on the direction to
advance further decentralization reform of the wildlife protection program plan

system.



