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Examining Policy and Implementation Related Issues That have
Been Made Evident through the Great East Japan Earthquake
Recovery Process
— Focusing on the Example of Kesennuma City, Miyagi Prefecture —

Hideo Takeguchi
NPO Yokohama Sozo Urban Development Academic Society

Abstract

7 and a half years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake. In
the disaster affected areas, local government and residents are actively work-
ing together to engage in recovery related projects. With that said, however,
the recovery process to restore the everyday lives of residents and economic
activities in the area is still a work in progress. Here, we will examine why this
process is requiring such a significant amount of time, by examining the exam-
ple of Kesennuma City, Miyagi.

Prefecture, and we the will identify issues that are being faced, in addition
to presenting a proposition to address such issues.

A lthough efforts have commenced for land rezoning projects and disaster
recovery public housing development projects, which form the core of the re-
covery related projects, the processes for selecting their location and for con-
sensus building among local residents have proven to be time-consuming.

In light of the fact that Japan is a country that exhibits high disaster relat-
ed risk, we propose that “pre-emptive recovery urban development plans” be
established, in advance of the occurrence of such disasters, and that these be
designated as part of the overall plans adopted by individual municipalities,
and that local residents actively participate in the implementation of such plans.

We posit that by engaging in urban development efforts that are made in
anticipation of disasters and that place an emphasis on safety during periods
of normalcy, and by further engaging in recovery efforts in accordance with
such plans in the rare event that a disaster occurs, it will become possible to
accelate the pace at which such efforts are executed, while enabling them to be
performed in a safe manner while at the same time retaining the individuality

of the local community.



