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KOWUA - PastEom 22 7% 255, ISEAL
Alliance @ % W 42 12, Fairtrade 1211 A
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Abstract

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), established by the UN in 2015,
consists of 17 goals and 169 targets, and it aims at achieving them by national
governments, private firms and NGO by the target year of 2030. This research
note focuses the role of voluntary sustainability standards (VSS) in achieving
the SDGs, and clarifies their possibility and effectiveness. VSS are standards
to secure sustainability in the production and distribution process of goods and
services. Sustainability covers not only environmental or economic sustainability
but social sustainability (workers’ rights and basic human rights). Though they are
“voluntary”, they are de facto binding, as they are applied by lead firms throughout
the whole supply chains. VSS have a high affinity with the SDGs. This research
note examine this by focusing on VSS in agriculture and their affinity with Target
1 (No poverty), 2 (Zero hunger), Target 6 (Clean water and sanitation), Target
13 (Climate action), and Target 15 (Life on land). Another example is VSS on
decent work. A survey of ISEAL Alliance shows that they have a high affinity
with Target 8 (Decent work and economic growth). The research note stipulates
themes of further research, namely, (1) further analysis of the content of SDGs, (2)
mapping of VSS in achieving the different goals and targets of SDGs, and (3) a
comprehensive empirical study of VSS and SDGs.
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