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Abstract

This paper aims to clarify the attributes of the water cycle schemes that
local authorities are utilizing as a way of responding to the policy issue
of developing a healthy water cycle system. It also aims to consider what
evaluation indicators, which are an important issue when it comes to
overseeing and evaluating the schemes, should be like.

The consideration finds that, with regard to the attributes of the schemes,
the existing policies on water environment and water resources are at a
point where they are being viewed in a new way cross-sectorally from the
standpoint of the water cycle. As a result of such attributes, there are fears
that the schemes will lack focus.

Consequently, the consideration points out that, when formulating or
reconsidering the schemes, it is necessary to clearly articulate the schemes’
role. Namely, it must be clarified whether they will be specialized to act as
a vision designed to adjust and steer the related sectors toward developing
a healthy water cycle, or whether they will consist of strategic schemes
centering on priority measures.

Next, in order for the interested parties to select indicators based on
scientific grounds and to facilitate their use, the paper presents selection
guidelines for indicators centering on groundwater conservation and
recovery measures. It asserts that fleshing out indicator systems based on

these guidelines is a task that lies ahead.
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