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Established Under the Basic Environmental Plan and
Related Issues:

A Study of the Water Environment Policies of
Local Governments in the Upper Tone River Basin
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Prefecture/ Visiting Researcher, Chuogakuin University, Social Systems Research

Institute

Abstract

As the environmental problems facing the Upper Tone River Basin
worsen, it is expected that systematic measures based on the Basic
Environmental Plan will be effectively implemented. Recognizing that, and
with an eye toward the utilization of environmental indicators in the plan’s
target management, this study examined the actual utilization of such
indicators and considered what that utilization should look like.

There have not been many case studies conducted yet on this issue,
so this study analyzed what kinds of environmental indicators were
established in the water environment policies of local governments in the
Upper Tone River Basin (Maebashi City, Takasaki City, Isesaki City, Ota City,
Tamamura Town, and Gunma Prefecture), and classified them according to
their characteristics and issues.

The study revealed that the monitoring and evaluation of results has been
conducted only in part, and using only a few indicators, particularly at the
level of policies and measures. In addition, it found that even indicators
established at the project level are utilized in most cases simply to monitor
output. In response to these circumstances, the study suggested that for
evaluation at the level of policies and measures, indicators need to be
established for monitoring the results of policies and measures overall in
order to enable the plan’s comprehensive management. It also suggested
that for project level evaluation, the indicator system needs to be expanded

to monitor outcomes as well.





