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Abstract

In the wake of a problem with foreign investors buying and selling forests
in Japan, we have analyzed examples of water source area conservation
regulations as enacted in Hokkaido, Saitama and Gunma Prefectures to
clarify their procedural structure. We also compared the basic objectives,
philosophy and provisions of the regulations to better understand the
features and differences of each.

Our analyses clarified that the regulations require notification before any
agreement is signed and regulate land trading with advice and counsel on
individual land transactions in an attempt to protect water source areas.
They feature points which try to catch any possible concerns at an earlier
stage than either the National Land Use Planning Act or the Forest Act.

We also indicate a few problems with each regulation. First, they attempt
to regulate land use of water sources with the relatively weak methods
of a system of prior notification, as well as advising and counseling. We
question whether these regulatory methods are sufficient and indicated that
they need to be reviewed in line with future usage.

Second, Saitama and Gunma are two adjacent prefectures with a wooded
area straddling their border. However, the two have differing scopes in
regulation and other issues which may pose as undesired obstacles to
achievement of legislative objectives and system operation. Thus, we
propose that in cases where land use for water source areas is to be secured
with regulations, officials keep in mind the impacts upon the spread of
forests as well as the entire water system and basin and consider utilizing
systems of joint regulation between local authorities or an extended

association system.



