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Present State of Taiwan’s Telecommunications and
Broadcast Industry and Issues Concerning Convergence

LIU, Po-Li and SATO, Hiroshi
The Institute of Social System, Chuogakuin University

Abstract

Taking a cue from Japan’s Telecommunications Business Act, a
framework of liberalization and privatization for the telecommunications
business in Taiwan was established as part of the 1996 telecommunications
reform. Unlike in Japan, where the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications served as the sole tier of management, Taiwan had a
two-tiered system of regulatory bodies presiding at the time, with the
telecommunications sector covered by the Ministry of Transportation
and Communications and the broadcast sector managed by the
Government Information Office (equivalent to the Prime Minister’s Office
in Japan). Later, however, the government responded to the trend of
converging telecommunications and broadcast by merging its traditional
telecommunications and broadcast regulatory bodies in February of 2006 to
create the National Communications Commission, or NCC, which claims to
be an independent, neutral regulatory body.

In light of the present state of the telecommunications and broadcast
industry following the establishment of Taiwan’s telecommunications
business framework, this paper will analyze the issues relating to its

integration and discuss the future of the communications industry.
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