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Japanese youth and election
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Abstract

Japanese youth are generally not interested in politics and elections, as they
are more interested in their daily life and their personal plans for the future,
such as whether to go on to college or work after graduating high schools,
which college to choose, or what job they’re going to take. However, as a result
of the reform of the Public Offices Election Act in 2016, the Japanese youth of
18 years old and elder were granted the right to vote. Accordingly, “citizenship
education” was introduced so as to educate the youth to understand the impor-
tance of active engagement in Japanese politics through election and voting.
The “citizenship education” is all the more important because of the prolifera-
tion of “silver democracy”, by which the elderly citizens tend to vote in favor
of policies that favor them, to the detriment of the interests of younger genera-
tions. This joint research project should aim at studying “citizenship education”
and developing new teaching materials for “citizenship education”.
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