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Abstract

Since the mid-1990’s many North Koreans have escaped from their
country. In particular, their defections have been accelerated by the severe
food crisis plaguing North Korea. Most of North Korean Defectors have
stayed in China districts. They has lived their painful lives in China,
with violations of human rights such as human traffic, exploitation and
deportation.

Up until now, China has considered them illegal residents and deported
them to North Korea. For example, despite of extensive evidence of
imprisonment, torture, and even death upon return to North Korea,
Chinese authorities act according to a secret North Korean bilateral
treaty to repatriate any unauthorized North Korean in Chinese territory.
Furthermore, the repatriated Defectors have been punished severly by
North Korea authorities.

But as human rights problems facing North Korean Defectors become
more and more severe, their existence has been regarded not just as
a personal or criminal problem, but also as an international point of
contention that should be solved by legal and diplomatic cooperation. Also
the protection and support for these people are raising a big issue not only
in South Korea but also in the international community.

Especially South Korea as a party of the Defectors issues needs to
urgently establish the measures that can protect North Korean Defectors
in international law. Hence. this study examines the application of “the
approach to exercise diplomatic protection” and “the approach to secure
refugee status” as protection measures of North Korean Defectors in the

position of South Korea.
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