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Glocal Profiling Report : Higashikawa Town

Masakazu Watanuki, Ph.D.
President, Japan Global Initiative

Abstract

Higashikawa Town is located in the central part of Hokkaido, Japan, blessed with beautiful
natural environment and abundant tourist resources. With a population of approximately
8,600 people, the town is conveniently located, with about 13 km from the city center of
Asahikawa and about 7 km from Asahikawa Airport. The eastern part of the town is a
mountainous area, forming a large forest region, and a part of the town is occupied by the
Daisetsuzan National Park, the largest natural park in Japan with Mount Asahidake as its
main peak.

The snowmelt water from Mount Daisetsu travels underground over the years, reaching the
foothills of the town. Due to this unique natural feature, Higashikawa Town is renowned as
the only town in Hokkaido and rare nationwide for not having a public water supply system.
Additionally, the town has declared itself a globally unparalleled “Town of Photography”
and the “Photography Culture Capital,” actively promoting community development through
photography. In recent years, the town has seen an increase in population due to immigrants
from across the country, leading to the establishment of cafes, miscellaneous goods stores,
wineries, vineyards, sake breweries, and attracting a younger generation of tourists.

Higashikawa Town is a distinctive community with a unique culture known as the
“Higashikawa Style,” characterized by a genuine focus in every aspect. It boasts a high level
of diversity, unusual in the domestic context in Japan, with a fundamental philosophy of
“Tekiso” (appropriate density). With a forward-looking perspective for the future, the town
actively promotes town development and endeavors to revitalize the region. In addition,
Higashikawa Town is engaged in innovative initiatives that take advantage of the region’s
distinctive climate and abundant local resources.





